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Section 1

1. Concrete refers to the material, which was used for construction from the late Roman Republic to the fading of the Roman Empire. It was founded on a hydraulic-setting cement. It is durable because of its incorporation of volcanic ash, which hinders the spread of cracks. The material was frequently used by the middle of the first century and was mostly brick-faced. Some of the Roman concretes were set under water and later used for waterside constructions like bridges.
2. Trajan's column is a Roman triumphal column in Rome, Italy. The height of the structure is around 30 meters, and when the pedestal is included, it gets to about 35 meters. It commemorates Roman Emperor Trajan's victory in the Dacian wars. It is famous for its spiral belief that artistically describes the epic battles between the Romans and Dacians. Its design inspired several victory columns.
3. Tiberius Gracchus was a 2nd century BC Roman reformist and populist politician. His parents were Tiberius Gracchus the Elder and Cornelia Africana. He led to a political turmoil in the Republic due to his reforms of agrarian legislation. The reforms were aimed at transforming land from the wealthy to poor citizens. Together with his supporters, they were later murdered by members of the Roman Senate and the Conservative Optimate faction supporters.
4. The rape of Lucretia is an opera that was divided by Benjamin Britten into two acts. It was written for Kathleen Ferrier, the performer of the title role. The English libretto by Ronald Duncan was based on the play by Andre Obey. The performance of the first opera was at Glyndebourne, in 1946, and was the first work where Chamber opera was used.
5. Juvenal was a roman poet who during the late first and early second century AD, was very active. He is also the author of satirical poems collection which was called the satires. The satires were a significant source for the study of the ancient Rome from various perspectives. At a glance, the Satires were seen as a critique of Pagan Rome to ensure their survival in the Christian monastic scriptoria although most of the ancient texts did not survive.
6. Mare Nostrum was the Mediterranean sea Roman name. There was an attempt to revive the term by some Italian nationalists who saw Italy as the state that was to succeed the Roman Empire. The Romans initially used this term to refer to the Tyrrhenian Sea after their conquest of Sardina, Sicily, and Corsica during the battle between the Punic and the Cartage. Their dominance extended to Egypt by 30 BC and the term was used in the framework of the Mediterranean sea. 
7. The Aeneid is a Latin epic poem, which was written between the 29 and 19 BC by Virgil. It talks about the legendary story of Aeneas. Aeneas was a Trojan who went to Italy and became the Roman ancestor. It has 9,896 lines in dactylic hexameter. Aeneas was the hero who was already known to Greco-Roman legend and myth since he was a character in the Illiad.
8. Pompeii was an ancient Roman town-city in the Campania section of Italy, in the territory of the commune Pompeii, near the current Naples. It was destroyed and buried under pumice and volcanic ash during the Mount Vesuvius eruption in AD 79. In the 4th century BC, Rome dominated it, and they conquered. The town became a Roman colony in 80 BC after joining a rebellion against the Roman Republic that was unsuccessful.
9. Tarquinius was the legendary seventh and last king of Rome. He reigned from 535 BC to the famous 509 uprising, which led to the establishment of the Roman Republic. He is the grandson of the fifth king of Rome called Lucius Priscus. He gained the throne via the assassination of Servious who was his predecessor and murders of both his elder brother and his wife. A tyranny, which justifies the abolition of the monarchy is the description of his reign.
10. Masada is an old fortification in the Southern District of Israel. It is positioned on top of an isolated rock plateau, which is similar to the mesa. Palaces were built by Herod the Great on the mountain, and he fortified Masada between 37 and 31 BC. The siege of Masada by the Roman Empire troops at the conclusion of the First Jewish-Roman battle concluded in the suicide of the Sicarii rebels in addition to 960 other people.
11. Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus was a political and military leader of the late Roman Republic. He came from a rich Italian provincial background, his dad being the first to start the family among the Roman nobility. While still young, he succeeded as a general and directly advanced to his first consulship despite not having the usual office requirements.
12. Plebeians were the members of the lower social classes in ancient Rome. The difference between them and the privileged patrician class was based on the amount of wealth and influence to the society. They were initially excluded from the Senate and public offices.
13. St. Paul was an apostle in the first-century world whose task was teaching the gospel of Christ. He founded many churches in Europe and Asia Minor. He ministered to both the Jewish and Roman audiences. He was dedicated to persecuting the early disciples of Jesus in the land of Jerusalem.
14. The Capitoline Wolf is a sculpture made of bronze, of the mythical she-wolf suckling Romulus and Remus twins from the legend of the founding Rome. After the overthrowing of Numitor, who was the grandfather of the twins, by his brother Amulius, there was an order from the usurper saying that they be cast into Tiber River.  It has been housed from 1471 in the Palazzo dei Conservatory on Campidoglio in Rome Italy. 
15. The battle of Actium was the pivotal conflict of the final war of the Roman republic. The confrontation involved the joint forces of Cleopatra and Mark Antony on 2 September 31 BC. The battle happened on the Sea of Ionian close to the promontory of Actium.
16. Marcus Aurelius was a Roman emperor between 161 and 180. Before the death of Verus in 169, they mutually ruled together with Lucius. He was the last of the famous Five Good Emperors.
17. Tetarchy explains any form of government where there is a division of power among four individuals. It is a system, which was instituted by the Roman Emperor Diocletian in 293. After that, the crisis of the third century ended and the Roman Empire was recovered. 
18. Cato was a statesman in the late Roman Republic and used to follow the stoic philosophy. Most people remember him as a stubborn and tenacious orator. He was also immune to bribes and had high moral integrity.
19. The Punic Wars were sequences of three wars, which were fought between Carthage and Rome from 264 BC to 146 BC. They were some of the greatest ever battles to have taken place at that time. The reason for the wars was the conflict of interest between the prevailing Carthaginian Empire and the growing Roman Republic.
20. The Rubicon refers to a shallow river in North Eastern Italy and is south of Ravenna. It was named Rubicon due to its waters. The waters are covered red by mud deposits. 
Section 2

1. What was the pater familias? What role did this concept have in Roman society?

Pater familias was the head of a Roman family, that is, the father of the family. Being the oldest living male in a household, the pater familias exercised autocratic authority over his extended family. He had supreme powers and the decisions made were final. This concept was established under the Roman law and tradition whereby the head of the family held legal privileges over the family’s property and had levels of authority over his dependents. The authority he had included supreme powers over his children, wife, relatives who shared a blood or adoption relationship, freedmen, clients, and slaves. According to the Roman laws and tradition, Pater familias had the responsibility of fathering and raising healthy children as future Rome citizens. He was also supposed to maintain the well-being and moral dignity of his household, to honor his ancestral gods, and if possible, serve in Rome's religious, political and social life. He was therefore expected to be a good citizen. In theory, he held powers of life and death over each member whom he had authority over, via ancient rights. 

2. Describe the life in the city of Rome. Would you have liked to live there?

Life in the city of Rome was dependent on a person's rank within the Roman social structure. The wealthy Romans had a good life and lived in big mansions, mostly on the hills where there was little or no noise and disturbances. They lived extravagant lifestyles and had slaves and servants to satisfy their desires. On the other hand, poor Romans lived in poor houses and had to work very hard to meet their daily needs. They were many needy people in the streets since some of them could not even afford housing costs. I would not have liked to live there due to the massive disparity in ways of life. 

3. What factors led to the decline of the republic?

Among the factors, which led to the decline of the republic include the invasions by Barbarian tribes and military losses against outside forces. Barbarian groups like the Goths encroached beyond the republic's borders. Over a period, the Romans had weathered the Germanic uprising, but later in 410, the Visigoth king Alaric successfully sacked the city of Rome. Since then, the empire was under constant threat, and it was again raided in 455 by the vandals. In 476, Odoacer, who was the German leader staged a revolt and deposed the Empire. The rise of the Eastern Empire was another reason for the fall of the republic. The fall of the republic was imminent when it was divided into two halves, that is, the Western Empire in the city of Milan, and the Eastern Empire in Byzantium. The two failed to work together to combat the threat from outside forces, and the republic was slowly but surely encroached. Economic troubles and overreliance on slave labor was another factor for the decline of the empire. Inflation went high, and oppressive taxation policies were leading to a wide gap between the rich and the poor in the republic. Maintenance and funding of the army to defend the republic against barbaric attacks was also becoming expensive and draining to the republic; military spending was getting expensive. There was also a labor deficit that led to the crumbling of the economy since work was no done. Corruption in the government and political instability was also a significant factor that led to the decline. There was severe political rot in the Senate, and they could no longer control the excesses of the emperors because they were also corrupt and incompetent. 

4. Why was the Senate hostile to Caesar?

The Senate was hostile to Caesar because of the disregard of the Senate that Caesar had, which he showed in his days in the military. He crossed the Rubicon in 49 BC, defying the Senate orders thereby causing a conflict with them. Caesar wanted to have more power than the Senate, and the Senate did not like it. Caesar became a military champion and people champion in 52 BC, and he wanted to become a consul at the expiry of his term in the governorship. The Senate being politically fearful of him did not like that idea, and they supported Pompey as the only consul. The senate further ordered for the resignation of Caesar as the commander of his army so that he may not achieve his ambitions. He answered them by stating that he will resign if Pompey would follow suit. The Senate also alleged that there were irregularities, which happened during his consulship and war crimes were committed in his Gallic campaigns. They, therefore, wanted him to disband his army and prosecute him. The hostility was majorly due to how powerful and uncontrollable he was, which the Senate did not like. 
5. Describe the influence of the Greeks and Etruscans on Rome

The Etruscans shaped in different ways the early development of Rome. Most of the distinctive features of Roman society either were borrowed directly from the Etruscans, or they were influenced by the Etruscans. Additionally, the Etruscans were a formative influence on Rome as evident in its culture, Roman religion, urban planning, and engineering. They also assisted in the establishment of Rome as a great city. The Etruscan kings were great builders, architects and engineers and they transformed Rome into a real city, from a rude settlement of huts and simple dwellings. Most of the current distinctive buildings can be traced back to the Etruscans period. Furthermore, the Romans learned some skills from the Etruscans like the famed Roman expertise in urban planning and engineering. The architectural style of Rome was also heavily influenced by the Etruscans. The kings of the Etruscans also drained most of the marshes, which surrounded the city in some years, allowing the Romans to cultivate more land to feed the increasing population in the city. 

There were contracts between the Etruscans and the Greeks, and the Etruscans alphabets were based on the Greek's alphabet. Additionally, Etruria's city-states were culturally influenced by the Greeks. The Etruscans exposed the people in Rome to the Greek culture. Most of the nobles in Rome took their kids to schools in Etruscan cities where they learned Greek in addition to reading its philosophy and literature. The Romans also adopted the Greek alphabet and used it for their language. Most of the Roman literature was also borrowed from the Greek forms and genres.

6. Do you think Octavian earned his title of 'Augustus'?

Yes, Octavian earned his title because of the respect that he got from the people, and he also became an emperor. After Caesar, civil war broke out, and most of the things in the Roman Republic were destroyed. Octavian joined forces in the fight, and they conquered and took control of Rome in 34 BC where they ruled for ten years as the second triumvirate. He restored some aspects of the city after the destruction and was the unchallenged ruler of Rome. Additionally, names and titles in Rome were taken as a reflection of an individual’s public image. When a person assumes a particular position, they automatically take a name for that position to signify the change. When he was known as ‘Octavian’, he was a ruler who was heavy handed. To reflect his new title as Augustus and Principest, and the illustrious one, he deservedly assumed the name Augustus on January 27 BCE.  
7. Why did the philosophy of stoicism become popular in the Roman world?

The philosophy of stoicism flourished throughout the Roman and Greek worlds because it was among the loftiest and most sublime philosophies during the western civilization. In urging participation in human affairs, Stoics believed that the objective of inquiry was to provide a mode of conduct, which was characterized by the tranquility of mind and certainty of moral worth. That made it very popular in the Roman world. Panaetius and Poseidonius were majorly responsible for the increasing popularity of Stoicism in Rome, Italy. Specifically, they turned doctrine to themes in moral philosophy and natural science, which were appealing to the hugely practical Romans. Perhaps, those times demanded such interests, and the Romans believed that stoicism was the way to go at the time. Global citizenship, law, nature and the benevolent workings of providence in addition to the divine reasons were the primary areas of interest at the time. These ideas became so popular that different stoic terms such as assent, right reason, natural law among others, in addition to the notion of the wise person were usually in use when debating or when there were disputes, which required sober solutions.
8. Describe the development of Christianity in the first century CE.

Christianity in the 1st-century deals with the crucial years of the Early Christian community. The initial followers were comprised of an apocalyptic Jewish sect who were referred to as the Jewish Christianity. The apostles detached from Jerusalem, founding the apostolic sees, they then followed the Great Commission's decree to spread Jesus's teaching to the nations. The most influential early Christian leaders were Paul, Peter, and James the just. The split of early Christianity from Judaism happened gradually, and eventually, Christians became a predominantly Gentile religion. 

